
Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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UDC 629’114’8-514 IS : 9238 - 1979 

Indian Standard 

LATERAL SPACING OF FOOT CONTROLS 
FOR PASSENGER CARS 

Scope - Lays down required characteristics concerning the positions and distances necessary 
i ensure sufficient lateral spacing for the operation of foot controls. 

I.1 This standard applies only to the accelerator, service brake and clutch pedals (see 2.1, 2.2 
md 2.3 ) for passenger cars and derivatives. 

!. Terminology 

!.l Accelerator Pedal-The driver-operated portion of the device whose primary function is to vary 
he engine power output, 

!.2 Service Brake Pedal- The foot-operated portion of the primary device designed to decele:ate 
md stop the vehicle. 

!.3 Clutch Pedal-The foot-operated portion of the mechanism designed to engage ( clutch ) or 
lisengage ( declutch ) the vehicle power unit from the transmission and road wheels. 

!.4 Transverse Piane - A plane perpendicular to the median longitudinal plane ~of the vehicle. 

!.5 Longifudinal Plane - A plane parallel to the median longitudinal plane of the vehicle. 

!.% Point A - A point on the accelerator pedal 200 mm from point B. 

!.7 Poinf B - The heel point as established by the vehicle manufacturer. 

!.8 Reference Plane P - A transverse plane passing through point A and perpendicular to the 
straight line connecting point A to R point ( the rearmost normal driving position) (see Fig. 1 ). 
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3. Required Characteristics 

3.; Arrangement of Controls - As observed from the driver’s position, the controls shall be in the 
following order from left to right: 

Clutch pedal, service brake pedal and accelerator pedal. 

3.2 Distance Between Two Pedals - The minimum distance shall be measured between the projec- 
tions of the two pedals on to the reference plane P (see 2,8 ) (see Fig. 2). 
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3.2,1 A minimum distance shall be prescribed between the: 

a) accelerator and service brake pedals, and 

b) service brake and clutch pedals. 

3.3 Distance Befween the Clutch Pedal and the FixedPart of the Body - The minimum distance shall 
be measured between the projection of the clutch pedal on to the reference plane P and the section 
given by this plane with the trim panel ( see Fig. 2). 

3.4 Minimum Lateral Space for the Acfoation of One Pedal- The minimum distance shall be 
measured between the projections on to the reference plane P of the obstacles immediately on the 
right and left of the pedal. In addition to the adjacent pedals, steering column and fixed elements 
(such as transmission tunnel, wheel arches, air conditioning and verrtilation systems) shall be 
considered. 

3.4.1 Minimum distance shall be prescribed for the: 

a) accelerator pedal, 

b) service brake pedal, and 

c) clutch pedal, 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This standard aims at defining various foot operated controls of a road vehicle. It is expected 
to be used extensively in designing new road vehicles or for improving the existing designs. 

This standard is in entire agreement with IS0 3409-1975 ‘ Passenger cars - Lateral spacing of 
foot controls ‘, issued by the International Organization for Standardization ( IS0 ). 
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